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As Covid-19 hospitalizations rise, 
warnings that virus is ‘everywhere’ 


David Robinson 


BUFFALO’S BUSINESS 


Job loss will 
be worse than 
when steel 
plants closed 


For decades, we’ve looked back 
at the shutdown of the steel plants 
as the low point for the Buffalo 
Niagara economy. 

But when it comes to unemploy- 
ment, what we’re enduring now is 
much worse. Probably twice as bad, 
local economists believe. 

With much of the economy 
shutting down because of the 
coronavirus outbreak, the unem- 
ployment rate across Buffalo 
Niagara now likely tops 20%, and it 
could be closer to 25% or even 30%. 

“In the short term, it looks 
like it’s going to be over that 20% 
mark,” said Julie Anna Golebiewski, 
a Canisius College economist. 

That’s bad, especially when you 
consider that unemployment here 
peaked at around 15% in late 1982 
and early 1983 during the worst 
months of the manufacturing 
apocalypse that occurred when the 
steel plants shut down and a deep 
recession was battering the rest of 
the local economy. 

For both of those years, unem- 
ployment averaged around 12%, 
and it took years for the local 
economy to recover because so 
many laid off factory workers had 
skills that no longer fit the jobs 
available. 

This downturn doesn’t involve 
a sweeping restructuring of the 
region’s economy, as the downturn 
four decades ago did. With this 
one, its severity and swiftness are 
unprecedented. 

We won't get economic data 
that fully measures the extent of 
the surge in local unemployment 
until mid-May, although the State 
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Harry Scull Jr./Buffalo News 


As the number of Covid-19 positive tests grows, some Western New Yorkers are turning to prayer. Joan Rindfuss 
found a quiet time and plenty of social distancing at Our Lady Help of Christians Church in Cheektowaga. 


WNY totals 


Officials caution limited 
testing doesnt show spread 


Number 
of deaths 


380 


Number of 
positive tests 
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By CAITLIN DEWEY 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


The 58-year-old West Seneca 
woman arrived at Mercy Hospital on 
March 19 with a slate of telltale Cov- 
id-19 symptoms. She had come straight 
from her doctor’s office. Tests there re- 
vealed that — in addition to shortness 
of breath, chest pain and a mild tem- 
perature — her blood oxygen had sunk 
well below normal levels. 

But even after a battery of respira- 
tory tests came back negative, Mercy 
staff could not screen the woman for 
the novel coronavirus. 


Shift in priorities leaves some 
sick, undiagnosed and anxious 


Such incidents have become com- 
monplace in the three weeks since Co- 
vid-19 began to shake the local health 
care system. Faced with widespread 
transmission and a nationwide short- 
age of test supplies, New York State 
this week urged public health labs to 
restrict their tests to health care work- 
ers and certain types of high-risk pa- 
tients. 

The protocols reflect a strategic 
shift occurring both in New York State 
and other emerging hot spots: Public 
health officials have abandoned at- 
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Failure to test during a critical month blinded U.S. to Covid-19 


By MIcHAEL D. SHEAR, ABBY 
GOODNOUGH, SHEILA KAPLAN, 
SHERI FINK, KATIE THOMAS 
AND NOAH WEILAND 


NEW YORK TIMES 
WASHINGTON - Early on, the 
dozen federal officials charged 


with defending America against 
the coronavirus gathered day af- 


ation Room, consumed by crises. 
They grappled with how to evacu- 
ate the U.S. consulate in Wuhan, 
China, ban Chinese travelers and 
extract Americans from the Dia- 
mond Princess and other cruise 
ships. 

The members of the coronavi- 
rus task force typically devoted 
only five or 10 minutes, often at 


to talk about testing, several par- 
ticipants recalled. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
its leaders assured the others, had 
developed a diagnostic model that 
would be rolled out quickly as a 
first step. 

But as the deadly virus from 
China spread with ferocity across 


Anurse 
questions a 
patient ata 
drive-thru 
coronavirus 
testing site 
at Ampla 
Health in 
Yuba City, 
Calif. 


Mother of 3 is latest 
to die from disease 
despite precautions 


By CAITLIN DEWEY 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Louvenia “Lou Lou” Hender- 
son, 44, took every measure to 
avoid contracting Covid-19: She 
wore gloves, used hand sanitizer 
and washed her hands frequently. 

But on Friday, the single 
mother of three from the Town 
of Tonawanda became the sixth 
person in Erie County to die from 
the virus that county health offi- 
cials say is “everywhere.” A child 
and family coordinator at Good- 
will Industries, Henderson was 
described as a quiet, funny and 
religious woman with no under- 
lying health conditions. Page BI 

“She was so young and 
healthy,” said Melodie Baker, one 
of Henderson’s longtime friends. 
“T can’t believe that she died. It’s 
unimaginable.” 

Public health officials are 
warning such deaths will be- 
come more frequent. New York 
State is two to three weeks from 
its peak Covid-19 caseload, Gov. 
Andrew M. Cuomo said. As of 
Saturday afternoon, 7,328 New 
Yorkers had been hospitalized 
with Covid-19 statewide, 52 of 
them in Erie County. More than 
1,700 New Yorkers were also in 
intensive care, including 23 lo- 
cally. Page B3 

In response to the rising 
case numbers, state officials an- 
nounced Saturday that both the 
presidential primary elections 
and a special election in the 27th 
Congressional District would be 
postponed until June. Page B1 

Despite increasingly dire 
warnings, there are signs some 
Western New Yorkers have not 
taken the urgency of the pan- 
demic to heart. 

Friday night, the Erie County 
Department of Health shut down 
two bars - the Swannie House in 
Buffalo and A.J’s Clarence Hol- 
low in Clarence - for operating in 
violation of the governor’s March 
16 “PAUSE” order. Page B3 


Full coverage on Pages A6-14 
and B1-B3 


Maybe economy wasn't 
as strong as it seemed 


The coronavirus has exposed 
long-hidden vulnerabilities in the 
American economy. Page A8 


e Boredom bonanza: Research- 
ers are scrambling to study a vast 
petri dish of bored Americans, 
from rich to poor. Page A9 


e Don’t go: The CDC late 
Saturday urged tri-state residents 
to refrain from nonessential 
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